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Mr. Noor Mahomed, who had circulated a note on the scheme, entered a strong
protest against it. He said that he had consulted an eminent engineer who advised
them not to spend the mon:y until they actually saxv the operation of the Barrage.
He wanted correct figures to be placed before the House as the figures quoted
by the Government referred to 1924-2$. The speaker added that the Government's
proposal for ^classification of lands after the remodelling of the canal was a
dangerous thing,
Mr. Pahaljani supported Mr. Harrison, the chief engineer of the Lloyd
Uarrage and canal construction. He said that the main points before the
Government were to take time by the forelock and safeguard against the falling of
the level of water due to the barrage and to guarantee an equitable distribution of
water.
Mr. Nariman opposing complained that the request of the members of the
Council to visit the canal had been refused as also the request to refer the question
to the Vibveswaraya Committee.
The General member replying said that he was of opinion that delay was
dangerous as they had to finish the scheme by 1932 and moreover they intended to
be^m the work this year. Rs. 7 lakhs would be spent this year and ten lakhs next
year on the remodelling of the canal. He characterised the opposition as self-
interested, and held that it was not necessary to submit such a small scheme to
the Visves.varaya Committee as they had their own experts. The scheme wis
productive on its own merits and would put many lakhs of rupees into the
pockets of the people of the area and relieve them of their distress.
The motion was pressed to a division and carried by 72 to 14 votes.
DEBATB ON  AGRICULTURAL  GRANTS.
On the 6h AUGUST the Council devoted the main part of the discussion to a
supplementary ( token ) grant of Rs. 10 for the establishment of an officer to the
combined posts of the Director, Sakrand Agricultural Research Station, and
Deputy Director of Agriculture, Sind.
The proposed appointment carried a monthly salary of Rs. 1,500 plus Rs. 500
for the latter duties, with headquarters at Karachi and local allowances and was
intended for an officer of the Imperial Agricultural Service. The Advisory
Committee in 1923 suggested two more experimental agricutural stations and a
separate Director of Agriculture for Sind. Large developments were, in the opinion
of the Government, necessary in every direction if the agricultural part of the
scheme was to keep pace with the irrigation and revenue parts. A start was made
with one experimental station at Sakrand with was put in charge of Dr. Mann
who held the post till retirement. The Agricultural Commission also advised that Sind
required an independent Director of Agriculture with a Deputy in charge of
Sakrand and other sub-station. An expenditure of Rs. 1,500 for current year had
been made available by reapprop nation from the non-voted provision of Rs. 18,000
under agricultural development (Lloyd Barrage). The sum was non-votable but,
however, a token grant of Rs. 10 was moved to give the Council an opportunity to
express its opinion on the Government's policy
Non-official opposition was mainly directed to the proposed name of Mr.
Henderson for the post and it was suggested that the post should be publicly
advertised before the appointment was made.
Mr. Pradhan, Finance Member (formerly Agricultural Minister), referring
to the controversy, stated that Dr. Mann was offered the post of Director of
Sakrand, but the latter put certain conditions which could not be complied
with on financial grounds. The speaker was not aware of the qualifications of
Mr. Henderson, The motion for the grant was pressed to a division and carried
by 54 votes to 31.
The Criminal Intimidation Bill.
On the jih AUGUST the Hon. Mr. Hotson, Home Member, introduced and
moved the first reading of the Bill to make the offence of criminal intimidatier*
cognisable in times of emergency The objects and reasons of the Bill stated that
it had been found that intimidation was very commonly practised in times *rf

